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Are local elections becoming
nonpartisan in name only?

TOPIC: PRINCIPLE/COMPETENCY:
LOCAL GOVERNMENT DIAGNOSE SITUATION
SUMMARY

For 114 years, Wichita voters and others around the state have cast ballots in local elections that don't
identify candidates by political party. But beneath that nonpartisan veneer, partisanship increasingly
colors the politics of local government. When asked, local experts and officials offer contrasting views
on whether it makes sense to stick to the nonpartisan path.

DISCUSSION GUIDE
1. What do you think has changed over the years to make local elections more partisan?

2. /In what ways might this be a good change? In what ways might it be a bad one?

3. What kind of leadership might be required to respond to changing political dynamics
in your community?

ACCESS THE ONLINE STORY:
https://klcjournal.com/local-nonpartisan-elections-2021/

PRINT THE PDF VERSION:
https://kansasleadershipcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Local-Elections-Partisanship-
Printable-PDF.pdf
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